
THE VINEYARDS 
The Sun Chase Vineyard sits high atop a west facing slope in the 
southeastern portion of the Sonoma Coast appellation. Perched at 
1,300 ft, this high elevation vineyard rests above the cool maritime fog 
layer and overlooks western Sonoma County. The dynamic micro-cli-
mates of warm hilltops and cool swales make this unique vineyard an 
ideal site for elegant, complex Pinot Noir. This wine is a perfect blend 
of clones 667 and 777.                                                                          

THE CRAFT 
Sourced from three high elevation blocks overlooking the southern 
portion of the Sonoma Coast AVA, the fruit for this beautiful wine 
was harvested on October 18th and 19th. Slow, methodical hand-sort-
ing removed any undesired clusters before the pristine fruit was 
transferred to an open top, stainless steel tank for native fermentation. 
The wine experienced 10 days of cold soak then racked to 80% new 
French oak barrels where it aged undisturbed for 16 months before 
finally coming to rest in bottle. Bottling of this unfined and  unfiltered 
Pinot Noir took place February 11th of 2025.

THE TASTE  
With a vibrant ruby core that fades to a delicate purple rim, this Pinot 
Noir captures the essence of the untamed character of Sonoma Coast. 
Intense aromatics of coastal herbs, sandalwood, tart Bing cherries 
and soft forest floor notes rise from the glass. On the palate the wine 
reveals notes of cranberry, blood orange zest, and strawberry supported 
by firm tannins with bright, maritime-influenced acidity. Youthful and 
bold today, this wine promises to evolve with elegance and finesse over 
time. Enjoy now through 2045.

THE MEANING BEHIND THE NAME 
The passage through the magical threshold of the transition into a 
sphere of rebirth is symbolized in the worldwide womb image of the 
belly of the whale. The hero, instead of conquering or accumulating 
the power of the threshold, is swallowed into the unknown, appearing 
to have died.

Aging | 16 Months, 80% New French Oak

Alc: | 14.5%

Case Production | 112

SRP | $85

2023 CAT TLEYA  
BELLY OF THE WHALE

PINOT NOIR


