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High Highs: Santa Lucia Highlands
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Bibiana Gonzdlez Rave turned out two stunning Syrahs in 2023. The Reward, bottled only in mag-
num, is a_force to be reckoned with and should have its picture in the dictionary next to “Santa Lucia
Highlands Syrah.” Sourced from a block of Pisoni Vineyard planted with suitcase clones, its a masterful
interpretation of the variety, done with 60% whole clusters and aged in 100% new oak for 16 months.
All of that works in concert to yield a supremely finessed wine. The Initiation, from Soberanes, is just a
step behind, but not by much. The rest of the Cattleya lineup covers Pinot Noirs and Chardonnays from
Sonoma, all of which are done in a compelling, modern style. The 2023 Sonoma wines are a step behind
the 2022s, which better matched the vintage conditions to the house style. Raves Alma de Cattleya range
is a series of entry-level appellation wines that deliver solid value.
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2023 CATTLEYA
CHARDONNAY
Sonoma Coast

VINOUS

2023 CATTLEYA
BEYOND THE THRESHOLD
Sonoma Coast Chardonnay

The 2023 Chardonnay Beyond the Threshold is a barrel

selection from one block of Sun Chase Vineyard in the Peta-

The 2023 Chardonnay (Sonoma Coast) delivers vibrant
acidity, super-concentrated orchard fruit and chewy grip.
Green apple, lemon peel, chamomile and chalk open in the
glass, grabbing hold of the palate and charging through the
finish. I like the contrast of smooth textures/plush mouth-

feel against palpable structure.
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luma Gap. It’s a round-bottomed, broad-shouldered, volup-
tuous wine with loads of sweet peach, yellow plum, orange
marmalade, mint, crushed rocks and a hint of candied lime

zest. There’s lots of baby fat from the 100% new oak today,

but the precision and balance here is unmistakable. This

is not a Chardonnay for the faint of heart, but fans of this

larger-scale style will surely be delighted. A year or two in
the cellar certainly wouldn’t hurt.
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2023 CATTLEYA
PINOT NOIR

Sonoma Coast

The 2023 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast) is a bright, vibrant

wine, very much in the style of the year. Resonant purple

berry fruit, violet flowers, lemony acidity and dense miner-

ality are the signatures. The 2023 closes down on the finish,

suggesting it may be entering a period of slumber. Give it at
least a year.
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2023 CATTLEYA
BELLY OF THE WHALE
Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir

The 2023 Pinot Noir Belly of the Whale, hailing from the
Sun Chase Vineyard in the Petaluma Gap AVA, is dark,
brooding and inky today, with a decidedly somber tilt to its
savory-leaning persona. Tobacco, cocoa, bitter blackberry and
leather unfold in this compact yet powerful wine that feels
like it needs tie to come together. The structure is particularly
imposing. I preferred this out of tank a few months ago, so I'll

chalk this up to catching the wine in an awkward phase.
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2023 CATTLEYA
THE GODDESS

West Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir

The 2023 Pinot Noir The Goddess come from Paul
Hobbs&#39; Goldrock Estate Vineyard in the West Sonoma
Coast AVA. Beautifully expressive and dialed up to the max,
it unfurls a peacock’s tail of aromas and flavors—blue-toned
fruit, rooibos tea, blood orange, crushed rocks, pipe tobacco
and white pepper explode from the glass. The 2023 boasts an

undeniably gorgeous texture. Generous, ample, pliant and
supple, this is am undeniable big, forward style of Pinot, but

the superb balance here is impossible to ignore.
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2023 CATTLEYA
THE INITIATION
Santa Lucia Highlands Syrah

The 2023 Syrah The Initiation comes from Soberanes Vine-
yard, which is, judging by the litany of stunning Syrahs off
this vineyard in 2023, a proper Grand Cru site for Syrah in
the United States. The Initiation is an explosive, powerful,
richly blue-fruited wine with so much depth and head-spin-
ning complexity. The textural richness is off the charts. Black
raspberry, dark chocolate, eucalyptus, sage brush and sweet
spice run sprints through the mouth, lingering long through
the exuberant finish. Not only is this a serious wine, it’s sur-

prisingly enjoyable today.
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2023 CATTLEYA
THE REWARD
Santa Lucia Highlands Syrah

'The 2023 Syrah The Reward, bottled only in magnum, comes entirely from the
Pisoni Vineyard, from a block planted to a suitcase Cote-Rétie clone. It is a seam-
less, complete wine that takes the opulent, full-throttled approach of The Initiation
tasted alongside and dials it back just enough to bring things into sublime harmony.
Syrah signatures lead the charge—oil-cured black olive, eucalyptus, blue/purple
berries, crushed rocks and mountain herbs—backed up by plush textures and firm
yet supremely refined tannins. The 2023 spent 16 months in 100% new French oak,
the perfect prescription for rounding the edges and gluing this wine together in utter
style. The finish takes The Reward to the next level. Though it’s surprisingly approach-

able today, still with me, nearly two minutes later. Epic.
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