
Tasting Highlights bring the best wines from 

our editors’ most recent tastings to WineSpec-

tator.com members.

Fans of the 2013 Pinot Noirs will love the 

2014s. Here’s an initial look at the ’14 vintage 

in the Russian River Valley, including some 

fresh faces to watch.

Chicago natives Brooks and Jessica Friedeman 

impressed us with their first outing, and the 

couple makes a triumphant return with their 

2014s. Although not easy to find, the UV Lan-

cel Creek Vineyard bottling is tightly focused, 

with a vivid medley of berry flavors. Tannins play a more defining role in Dichotomy, its appealingly priced sibling.

Another vintnerflying high on our radar is Sam Lando. After a five-year stint at Kosta Browne, Lando set out on his 

own, launching his namesake label in 2012.

Bibiana González Rave added a new Pinot to her Cattleya label. She finds a nice balance between zesty acidity and del-

icate flavors in Cuvée Number One, using grapes from the Lakeview Vineyard in Green Valley. Meanwhile, MacMurray 

Ranch has settled into a pleasant groove with its reds.
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10 ENTICING CALIFORNIA PINOT NOIRS

Pinot Noir Russian River Valley Cuvée Number One 2014  

90 pts
Lightly aromatic yet deceptively assertive, with zesty acidity sustaining the 
delicate flavors of earth and wild berry. Ends with a charming watermelon 

aftertaste. Drink now. 181 cases made.
—J.L
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10 Enticing California Pinot Noirs
New reviews of Russian River Valley charmers from the
2014 vintage

Winemaker Bibiana González Rave has added another Pinot to her Cattleya
label.
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Tasting Highlights bring the best wines from our editors’ most recent
tastings to WineSpectator.com members.

Fans of the 2013 Pinot Noirs will love the 2014s. Here’s an initial
look at the ’14 vintage in the Russian River Valley, including some
fresh faces to watch.

Chicago natives Brooks and Jessica Friedeman impressed us with
their Zrst outing, and the couple makes a triumphant return with their
2014s. Although not easy to Znd, the UV Lancel Creek Vineyard
bottling is tightly focused, with a vivid medley of berry ]avors.
Tannins play a more deZning role in Dichotomy, its appealingly priced
sibling.

Another vintner ]ying high on our radar is Sam Lando. After a Zve-
year stint at Kosta Browne, Lando set out on his own, launching his
namesake label in 2012.

Bibiana González Rave added a new Pinot to her Cattleya label. She
Znds a nice balance between zesty acidity and delicate ]avors in
Cuvée Number One, using grapes from the Lakeview Vineyard in
Green Valley. Meanwhile, MacMurray Ranch has settled into a
pleasant groove with its reds.

MACMURRAY RANCH Pinot Noir Russian River Valley Reserve 2014
Score: 92 | $43
Centered on juicy plum, cherry and raspberry ]avors that move from
supple to Zrm, this offers Zne-grained tannins that add texture and
traction. Ends with a mix of ]oral and anise notes. Drink now. 2,400
cases made.—J.L.

FRIEDEMAN Pinot Noir Russian River Valley UV Lancel Creek
Vineyard 2014 Score: 91 | $50
Vivid, juicy blackberry, blueberry and wild berry ]avors offer tight
focus. Ends on a ]oral spicy note that lingers delicately before the
tannins Zrm up. Drink now. 85 cases made.—J.L.

LUCIE Pinot Noir Russian River Valley Bacigalupi Vineyard 2014
Score: 91 | $60
Slowly builds, gaining depth and richness, with an elegant,
strawberry-scented beginning leading to ripe plum and cherry ]avors
supported by Zrm, Zne-grained tannins. Good length. Drink now. 169
cases made.—J.L.
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