
 



purely domestic wine report | volume 4.1 | www.pdwr.co 2 

WELCOME FROM THE PUBLISHER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SONOMA VALLEY | MARCH 2015 
 
The traditional first report of the year is North Coast, usually because there 
is some overflow of samples to taste from the Napa Valley Volume. However 
this year there is a lot less Napa due to the lateness of the year-end 
publication. After a couple days in Paso Robles in November, I apparently 
reminded a few wineries that I was still around so I included some late 
samples from Central Coast, which will be the main focus for Volume 4.2 with 
Sierra Foothills and Lodi. I’m excited to get back down there.  
 
IN PURSUIT OF DRINKABILITY 
The top 50 highest ratings in this issue range in ABV from 12.2% – 15.8% and 
the bottom 50 lowest ratings range in ABV from 12% – 15.1%. If you use 
alcohol levels as an important factor in selecting wines you may miss some 
delicious bottles. Prices ranged from $18 [Vaughn Duffy’s 92 point Rose] to 
$115 [Wayfarer’s unreleased 2013 designated Pinot Noir 94 – 95 points]. 
 
WHAT’S INSIDE 
The most eye-opening wines are from Bibiana González Rave with three 
labels; her own Cattleya recognizing her Colombian heritage, Shared Notes, 
made with husband Jeff Pisoni, and the unreleased 2013 Wayfarer Estate 
wines.  Her work runs the gamut from simply delicious to extraordinary. 
Even weeks after opening, every one of her wines was still true to when I first 
tasted. Jeremy Weintraub’s Site Wine Company deserves mention for his 
trio of wines from Bien Nacido and Larner.  
 
A couple premieres, Rasi from Rachel Silkowski (@Loring) and Waterfall, 
the label of my former Dean & Deluca colleague, Boris Guillome, made by 
Helen Keplinger are well worth checking out.  
 
A GUEST POST 
Lastly, one of my other former colleagues is Michael Housewright from my 
days at Vinfolio. Since as long as I remember he has wanderlust for world 
travel (especially Italy) and developed a remarkable skill using a camera to 
chronicle his adventures. With the advent of instant imagery via smartphones 
Michael has taken that device and made it into an artistic tool. He invited me 
for a private day of mobile device shooting and drinking espresso in San 
Francisco a couple years ago and taught me a lot about the iPhone I didn’t 
know. His work is exceptionally beautiful, so much so that I offered him space 
in this issue to share a couple images. That this is the first time in the history 
of the magazine I haven’t shot every image means I have given up just a 
smidgen of control but I’m sure most will agree his work is a nice interlude. A 
full introduction of Michael and his work begins on page 18.  
 
Once again, thank you for your interest and continued support of the only 
magazine of its kind.  
 
Doug Wilder 
publisher | pdwr.co 
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90 2012 Beekeeper Zinfandel 
Rockpile, Madrone Springs Vineyard, 14.75%, 140 cs., 
80ZN|20PS, $65 
Though youthful, the nose is exceptionally poised and 
precise with notes of currant and herb. The palate offers 
peppercorn, red cherry, plum and dried raspberry with a 
firm core of tannin. Drink 2016 – 2024.  
www.beekeepercellars.com  
 

88 2012 Canihan Pinot Noir 
Sonoma County, 14%, 670 cs., $50 
The nose is redolent of cocoa powder, cherry and 
strawberry. The palate is firm, round and focused showing 
bigger red fruit character, with graphite and blueberry on 
the finish. Drink 2015 – 2019. www.canihanwines.com  
 

90 2011 Canihan Syrah Exuberance 
Sonoma County, 13.5%, 550 cs., $49 
A nose of black olive tapenade, graphite and grilled meat. 
The palate is meaty black fruit, florals, and tea-like texture 
in a medium bodied core finishing with blue plum and 
carbon. Drink 2016 – 2020. 
 

 

93 2013 Cattleya Chardonnay 
Russian River Valley, Pratt Vineyard, 14.5%, 86 cs., $70 
Shows a dusty, old world nose of delicately scented ripe 
pineapple and toasted grains. The texture on entry is 
delicate though the wine gains intensity becoming more 
dynamic in the core with flavors of toasted macadamia 
nuts spiced golden fruit and pear. Beautiful wine. Drink 
2015 – 2020. www.cattleyawines.com  
 

91 2012 Cattleya Pinot Noir 
Carneros, Donum Vineyard, 14.5%, 92 cs., $85 
The nose is rich with aromas of currant, leather, spice, 
cherry, graphite and plum. The palate is a little reticent 
with faint purple fruits. With 8 hours of air, the core is 
silky mixed black fruits with nicely integrated acid and 
juiciness. Drink 2016 - 2020 

 

89 2014 Cosa Obra Rosé of Pinot Noir 
Sonoma County, 14.1%, 101 cs., $18 
A nose of cherry, watermelon and orange marshmallow. 
The palate is firm and lively on entry with a silky texture of 
bright red fruit flavors – raspberry and strawberry 
overlaying spicy cherry. Drink 2015 – 2016. 
www.cosaobra.com  
 

 
 

912014 Cosa Obra Sauvignon Blanc 
Sonoma County, Hummingbird Hill Vineyard, 14.2% 
$25 
Aromas of white pepper, peach, mango, lemon and 
beeswax. The palate is well-focused crisp entry of silky 
citrus and golden stone fruit. A nice lively feel of purity 
throughout. Drink 2015 – 2018.  
 

85 2013 Cosa Obra Pinot Noir 
Sonoma County, 14.2%, $28 
The nose is velvet-like violet, graphite and plum. The 
palate is decidedly ripe on entry sliding toward a raisiny 
spice-driven core. Not much in the finish, it comes across 
as desiccated, dried and flat. Drink 2015 – 2017.  
 

85 2012 Cosa Obra Red Wine Proprietor’s 
Blend 
Sonoma County, 14.5%, 80SR|20GR, $32 
The nose is spice box, carbon and a mélange of black fruit 
and mint. The palate is firm and lean on entry with a core 
offering medium weight chewy dark fruit. Drink 2015 – 
2017. 
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92 2012 Patz & Hall Pinot Noir 
Carneros, Hyde Vineyard, 14.2%, 1100 cs., $70 
The nose is full of rounded spice, black cherry and plum. 
The palate is velvet-like on entry with a sweet core of 
cherry and black fruits finishing with graphite and luxurious 
spice. Drink 2015 – 2023. www.patzhall.com  
 

92 2012 Patz & Hall Pinot Noir 
Russian River Valley, Chenoweth Ranch, 14.8%, 900 cs., 
$60 
The nose is loamy black cherry, licorice spice, herb and 
cassis. The palate is ripe with tobacco spice, beautiful 
texture. Balanced lilac, graphite and cherry. Drink 2015 – 
2020.  
 

90 2012 Patz & Hall Pinot Noir 
Russian River Valley, Burnside Vineyard, 13.2%, 425 cs., 
$75 
The nose is bright cherry, orange with notes of cedar and 
jasmine. The palate is firm and dense black fruit, grippy on 
the mid-palate. Velvet-like tannins on the finish. Needs 
time. Drink 2016 – 2022.  
 

93 2012 Patz & Hall Chardonnay 
Russian River Valley, Zio Tony Ranch, 14.2%, 350 cs., 
$65 
The nose is a dusty pineapple, lemon and vanilla with an 
underlying jasmine. The palate is full, rich and polished 
with profound layering of lemon, pulverized granite and a 
persistent vibrancy on the finish. Drink 2015 – 2019.  
 

89 2013 Joseph Phelps Chardonnay 
Sonoma Coast, 13.5%, 5750 cs., $55 
Sweet notes of hay, lemon and toasted pear in the nose. 
The palate shows a lean, restrained structure. Clean 
acidity and nutty on the finish. Drink 2015 – 2018. 
www.josephphelps.com  
 

94 2012 Joseph Phelps Cabernet Sauvignon 
Napa Valley, Estate, 14.5%, 29530 cs., 
91CS|6MR|1PV|1MB|1CF, $70 
This is a great example why I stash away the tech sheets 
until finished reviewing. That there are nearly 30000 cases 
of this are out in the market should make many people 
happy. The nose is a beautifully formed graphite, 
peppercorn, blackberry and herb. The palate is full ripe 
and luscious with solid tannins, chocolate, blackberry, 
currant, lavender and integrated oak. Beautiful structure, 
Drink 2015 – 2026.   
 

 

88 2013 Rasi Pinot Noir 
Sta. Rita Hills, 14.3%, 250 cs., $42 
Premiere Release | The nose is spicy cherry and plum with 
a supple floral ambrosia of golden fruit, currant and soft 
tobacco essences, The palate is firm on entry with a 
savory cherry core and solid backbone. Rachel Silkowski’s 
debut wine. One to watch. Drink 2015 – 2018. 
www.rasiwine.com 
 

89 2012 Senses Pinot Noir 
Sonoma Coast, 13.4%, $40 
A dense nose of conifer, blueberry, graphite with 
undertones of juicy currant. The palate is firm, flat and 
centered on moderate weight dark cherry fruit. The 
texture is fresh and fleshy with notes of boysenberry. 
Takes several hours to open. Drink 2015 – 2019. 
www.senseswines.com  
 

96 2013 Shared Notes White Wine Les 
leçons des maîtres 
Russian River Valley, 13.34%, 126 cs., 93SB|7SM. $65 
A nose of vibrant green and yellow fruits bringing acidity 
and crisp grass along with notes of sap, honey and wax. 
The palate has amazing penetrative focus, a taut 
expression of nectarine, lemon, kiwi and salt along with 
chamomile and honey. Exquisite. Drink 2015 – 2023. 
www.sharednotewine.com  
 

95 2013 Shared Notes Sauvignon Blanc Les 
pierres qui décident 
Russian River Valley, 13.2%, 68 cs., $65 [sold out] 
The nose is ripe gooseberry, saline and lemon with a wash 
of pepper, melon and spice. The palate is crisp nectarine 
juiciness with a hint of green pepper on the finish. Fine 
structure and juicy acidity. Drink 2015 – 2019. From 
Bibiana González Rave and Jeff Pisoni. 
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2013 CHARDONNAY, WAYFARER VINEYARD FORT ROSS-SEAVIEW 14.5% 820 cs $85 98 
2013 PINOT NOIR GOLDEN MEAN FORT ROSS-SEAVIEW 14.5% 550 cs $115 94 
2013 PINOT NOIR MOTHER ROCK FORT ROSS-SEAVIEW 14.3% 340 cs  $115  95 
2013 PINOT NOIR PAIGE’S RIDGE FORT ROSS-SEAVIEW 14.6% 110 cs $115 95 
2013 PINOT NOIR THE TRAVELER FORT ROSS-SEAVIEW 14.3% 130 cs TBD 96 
2013 PINOT NOIR, WAYFARER VINEYARD FORT ROSS-SEAVIEW 14.5% 1300 cs $90 92 
www.wayfarervineyard.com All 2013 Wayfarer Vineyard wines are planned for Fall 2015, or Spring 2016 release 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proprietor, Jayson Pahlmeyer had David Abreu plant his Wayfarer Estate Vineyard to thirty 1-acre blocks in 2002 after 
purchasing the property on the recommendation of Helen Turley, and began blending the fruit into his Pahlmeyer Sonoma 
Coast bottling in 2005. Not until 2012 did he deem it was ready to stand on its own as Wayfarer. From the superbly talented 
viticulturist/winemaker Bibiana González Rave [Cattleya, Shared Notes], the current vintage is full of excellent to extraordinary 
wines. 2012 CHARDONNAY is a selection of Old Wente clone seeing only 60% new French oak, The nose is a gauze of 
citrus, pulverized granite, conifer, pineapple, honey, salt, lush buttercream and piecrust. The palate shows incredible structure 
and focus to the feather-light vibrant peach, pear. A masterpiece. Drink 2015 – 2023. 2012 PINOT NOIR GOLDEN MEAN 
is 35% whole cluster and comprised of 75% Pommard, and 25% Swan clone. The nose is mint, ripe cherry, plum, chocolate 
powder, graphite and golden stone fruit skin. The palate is firm and lively on entry with a core of beautifully delineated 
structure of cherry, raspberry and acidity. The finish lasts a full two minutes. Drink 2015 – 2023. 2013 PINOT NOIR 
MOTHER ROCK is most helped by decanting at this stage. The nose is initially closed, later showing firm cherry, raspberry 
and rhubarb. The palate is vibrant black raspberry with notes of petrichor and supple velvet-like tannins, finishing with violet 
and cherry. Drink 2015 – 2023. 2013 PINOT NOIR PAIGE’S RIDGE The nose is gorgeously deep and complex showing 
licorice, blackberry, cherry, mint, red apple and rhubarb. The palate entry shows polished flavors of apple, cherry and spice with 
plenty of vitality and structure. Fall 2015 release. Drink 2017 – 2024. 2013 PINOT NOIR THE TRAVELER is a suitcase clone 
from Burgundy and has a nose of dusty violet sachet, loam, cherry, graphite, and notes of sweet white peach. The palate is firm 
and fresh with beautiful texture and lightness with outstanding layering and balance. One more thing: This bottle sat uncorked in my 
office for two weeks after tasting with Bibiana awaiting recycling. I put my nose over the neck and was surprised how fresh it was. Pouring 
it into a glass and drinking it was indistinguishable from Day 1. 2013 PINOT NOIR is lushly put together with aromas of cocoa, 
cherry, graphite with whiffs of orange peel, spice, cola and hints of rum. The palate is a supple, berry-focused assemblage of 
each clone in the estate, harmoniously focused through its silky finish. Drink 2016 – 2023.  

90 2013 Wilde Farm Chardonnay 
Chalone, Brosseau Vineyard, 13.2%, 61 cs., $39 
A shimmering golden color with a nose of supple lemon, 
wax, mineral, spice box, licorice and honeycomb. The 
palate is low acid on entry with a lighter, more delicate 
texture, finishing with lively lemon, apple and salt. Drink 
2015 – 2019.  
 

 
 

92 2013 Wilde Farm Pinot Noir 
Anderson Valley, Donnelly Creek Vineyard, 12.7%, 298 
cs., $42 
A nose of blueberry, notes of sassafras, sticky blackberry 
and toasted vanilla. The palate is delicate and well focused, 
sleek and polished. Balanced in the core with good flavor 
intensity through a fine-grained finish. Drink 2015 – 2020. 
 

88 2013 Wilde Farm Red Wine Heritage 
Sonoma Valley, Bedrock Vineyard, 14.5%, 66 cs., $39 
A nose of polished black currant, briar, plum paste and 
blueberry. The palate is firm and vigorous with a waxy red 
fruit core and a grippy, textured finish and hints of whisky 
in the finish. Drink 2015 – 2020.  
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2013 CHARDONNAY, WAYFARER VINEYARD FORT ROSS-SEAVIEW 14.5% 820 cs $85 98 
2013 PINOT NOIR GOLDEN MEAN FORT ROSS-SEAVIEW 14.5% 550 cs $115 94 
2013 PINOT NOIR MOTHER ROCK FORT ROSS-SEAVIEW 14.3% 340 cs  $115  95 
2013 PINOT NOIR PAIGE’S RIDGE FORT ROSS-SEAVIEW 14.6% 110 cs $115 95 
2013 PINOT NOIR THE TRAVELER FORT ROSS-SEAVIEW 14.3% 130 cs TBD 96 
2013 PINOT NOIR, WAYFARER VINEYARD FORT ROSS-SEAVIEW 14.5% 1300 cs $90 92 
www.wayfarervineyard.com All 2013 Wayfarer Vineyard wines are planned for Fall 2015, or Spring 2016 release 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proprietor, Jayson Pahlmeyer had David Abreu plant his Wayfarer Estate Vineyard to thirty 1-acre blocks in 2002 after 
purchasing the property on the recommendation of Helen Turley, and began blending the fruit into his Pahlmeyer Sonoma 
Coast bottling in 2005. Not until 2012 did he deem it was ready to stand on its own as Wayfarer. From the superbly talented 
viticulturist/winemaker Bibiana González Rave [Cattleya, Shared Notes], the current vintage is full of excellent to extraordinary 
wines. 2012 CHARDONNAY is a selection of Old Wente clone seeing only 60% new French oak, The nose is a gauze of 
citrus, pulverized granite, conifer, pineapple, honey, salt, lush buttercream and piecrust. The palate shows incredible structure 
and focus to the feather-light vibrant peach, pear. A masterpiece. Drink 2015 – 2023. 2012 PINOT NOIR GOLDEN MEAN 
is 35% whole cluster and comprised of 75% Pommard, and 25% Swan clone. The nose is mint, ripe cherry, plum, chocolate 
powder, graphite and golden stone fruit skin. The palate is firm and lively on entry with a core of beautifully delineated 
structure of cherry, raspberry and acidity. The finish lasts a full two minutes. Drink 2015 – 2023. 2013 PINOT NOIR 
MOTHER ROCK is most helped by decanting at this stage. The nose is initially closed, later showing firm cherry, raspberry 
and rhubarb. The palate is vibrant black raspberry with notes of petrichor and supple velvet-like tannins, finishing with violet 
and cherry. Drink 2015 – 2023. 2013 PINOT NOIR PAIGE’S RIDGE The nose is gorgeously deep and complex showing 
licorice, blackberry, cherry, mint, red apple and rhubarb. The palate entry shows polished flavors of apple, cherry and spice with 
plenty of vitality and structure. Fall 2015 release. Drink 2017 – 2024. 2013 PINOT NOIR THE TRAVELER is a suitcase clone 
from Burgundy and has a nose of dusty violet sachet, loam, cherry, graphite, and notes of sweet white peach. The palate is firm 
and fresh with beautiful texture and lightness with outstanding layering and balance. One more thing: This bottle sat uncorked in my 
office for two weeks after tasting with Bibiana awaiting recycling. I put my nose over the neck and was surprised how fresh it was. Pouring 
it into a glass and drinking it was indistinguishable from Day 1. 2013 PINOT NOIR is lushly put together with aromas of cocoa, 
cherry, graphite with whiffs of orange peel, spice, cola and hints of rum. The palate is a supple, berry-focused assemblage of 
each clone in the estate, harmoniously focused through its silky finish. Drink 2016 – 2023.  

90 2013 Wilde Farm Chardonnay 
Chalone, Brosseau Vineyard, 13.2%, 61 cs., $39 
A shimmering golden color with a nose of supple lemon, 
wax, mineral, spice box, licorice and honeycomb. The 
palate is low acid on entry with a lighter, more delicate 
texture, finishing with lively lemon, apple and salt. Drink 
2015 – 2019.  
 

 
 

92 2013 Wilde Farm Pinot Noir 
Anderson Valley, Donnelly Creek Vineyard, 12.7%, 298 
cs., $42 
A nose of blueberry, notes of sassafras, sticky blackberry 
and toasted vanilla. The palate is delicate and well focused, 
sleek and polished. Balanced in the core with good flavor 
intensity through a fine-grained finish. Drink 2015 – 2020. 
 

88 2013 Wilde Farm Red Wine Heritage 
Sonoma Valley, Bedrock Vineyard, 14.5%, 66 cs., $39 
A nose of polished black currant, briar, plum paste and 
blueberry. The palate is firm and vigorous with a waxy red 
fruit core and a grippy, textured finish and hints of whisky 
in the finish. Drink 2015 – 2020.  
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